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tribal land. They must rescind their 
permit that was issued without full un-
derstanding of potential risk and must 
stop construction. 

f 

NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, Satur-
day is National Adoption Day. It is an 
annual celebration of the thousands of 
new adoptions that take place every 
year. It is also an opportunity to raise 
awareness of the thousands of children 
who are still in foster care in need of 
permanent homes. 

Since National Adoption Day was 
started 16 years ago, several children 
advocacy groups, including the Con-
gressional Coalition on Adoption Insti-
tute, have worked with foster care 
agencies and courts in all 50 States to 
finalize more than 40,000 adoptions to 
take place on that day. This is amazing 
work that helps bring wonderful addi-
tions to selfless, committed families. It 
is great to see so many children finding 
new beginnings through adoption, but 
it is also important to remember those 
who are still in need of permanent 
homes. 

There are more than 100,000 children 
who are waiting for an adoptive family 
in foster care, and, on average, they 
wait nearly 3 years to be adopted. 
Every child deserves to grow up in a 
loving family and a safe and open- 
hearted home. 

Mr. Speaker, adoption is a joyous oc-
casion for thousands of children and 
families, and National Adoption Day is 
a reminder of how to create more of 
these powerful life-changing experi-
ences. 
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TIME TO LOOK AHEAD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CURBELO of Florida). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 6, 
2015, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is an 
honor and a pleasure to be in this 
somewhat hallowed Hall. 

The election is behind us. It is time 
to look ahead. But as everyone who 
studies history knows, those who fail 
to learn from history are destined to 
repeat it. And so we go. 

We continue too often to repeat the 
mistakes of the past, but it looks like 
the American people wanted a change— 
quite a change—and I know there are 
calls that we get rid of the electoral 
college, but when one looks at the map 
of the United States district-by-dis-
trict within the States that voted for 
the different parties, candidates, one 
sees very clearly that you have the big 
cities that were voting Democrat and 
the 90 percent or so of the rest of the 

country voted Republican. It really is 
amazing to see just how distinctive 
that has become. 

South Texas is not highly populated, 
but is blue. Otherwise, most of the 
country that voted Democrat is just 
large cities, many of which are failing, 
many of which have become sanctuary 
cities, many of which have high crime 
rates. So I was a bit encouraged to con-
tinue to hear statements made by 
President-elect Trump. 

There is an article today—with re-
gard to the government, that is—from 
The Washington Examiner by Paul 
Bedard: ‘‘$42 billion in Obama regula-
tions are on Trump’s chopping block. 
Nearly 50 massive and costly regula-
tions that cost Americans and busi-
nesses 53 million more hours filing pa-
perwork and that have already put a 
$42 billion hit on the U.S. economy are 
being teed up for President-elect 
Trump to cut in his first weeks in of-
fice.’’ 

And you go through and you look and 
top on the list are Head Start perform-
ance standards. Really, education was 
doing pretty well in my home State. 
Back before President Carter created 
the Department of Education, between 
70 and 75 percent of all employees in 
the education system in Texas were 
teachers; but when you create this big 
bureaucracy called the Department of 
Education, it means for every cubicle 
we put here in Washington, D.C., just 
down the street here at the Depart-
ment of Education, every State has to 
hire additional people to work in cubi-
cles. But some States are more gen-
erous than others. Some have very nice 
offices. 

But then, for every bureaucrat you 
put in a State capital office that is 
going to respond to the bureaucrats in 
the Department of Education here, you 
have to have additional clerical help, 
administrative help in each individual 
school district. That is people that 
could be helping our children. That is 
people that could be making students 
brighter than any other students. 

But what are they doing? 
They are filling out mountains of pa-

perwork to send to the State capital so 
they can fill out mountains of paper-
work and send it to the Department of 
Education. 

To see that just one item within the 
Department of Education could cut $42 
billion in Obama regulations is incred-
ible. At a time when we have sky-
rocketed over the last 7-plus years 
from $11 billion in debt to $20 billion in 
debt, it is just incredible. Incredible. 
Yet, there is so much we are costing 
America. 

I am excited about the coming year 
because the kind of things that are 
listed here is just government over-
regulation; government bureaucrats 
from here overregulating. I know most 
people are proud when they set new all- 
time records, which this administra-
tion did in new regulations for the 
years with regard to pages of regula-
tions. I think it seems like the Bush 

administration may have hit 74,000 
pages or so one year, but that didn’t 
create a problem for the Obama admin-
istration. They have blown right past 
74,000 pages of regulations. 

How is anyone in business in the 
United States supposed to stay in busi-
ness if they have to go through 74,000 
pages of new regulations in addition to 
the old regulations that may still be in 
effect? 

It is incredible. Like the Heritage 
Foundation has pointed out, more per-
sons are committing three or four Fed-
eral crimes every day because we don’t 
know what all the regulations are. 

I am very encouraged as we go into 
the new year that one of the things we 
want to accomplish—and Chairman 
GOODLATTE in the Judiciary Committee 
has it on his list of things to get done— 
is really address the overcriminaliza-
tion that has occurred over all these 
years. You slap a prison sentence on 
some vague crime or on some vague 
statute that says it is a crime if you 
violate any of the laws or regulations, 
and then bureaucrats sit around and 
dream up things that annoy them, and 
all of a sudden somebody can be going 
to prison for things none of us knew 
were crimes. 

One guy did know that a substance 
he was sending through the mail, since 
he was a scientist, required ground 
only. So he checked the box ‘‘ground 
only.’’ He didn’t know that some bu-
reaucrat had passed or created a regu-
lation that said not only do you check 
the box, you have to put a little ticker 
with an airplane with a red line 
through it. And if you don’t do that, 
you get arrested, drug to Alaska, where 
he was sending it—he didn’t even live 
there, didn’t have friends—and held up 
there for 18 months or so, I think. It is 
incredible. We have got to do right by 
the American people. 

I have been blessed to be able to trav-
el all over the country in the past year 
or so. And everywhere I go, it just 
seems like the economy is ready to 
take off. If we can just get this mas-
sive, oppressive bureaucracy in Wash-
ington off of the neck of the economy, 
people will start having jobs again. 

I know some people are worried 
about the wall or fence, but as you see 
people out of work—some of them 
being paid, apparently, to riot or pick-
et, the things they do. I remember one 
picketer out here on The Mall back 
during the shutdown said he was get-
ting $15 an hour from Democratic 
sources to picket out there at the 
World War II Monument. Some of them 
get paid. Maybe that is all the work 
they can find. 

Well, how great would it be to take 
that picket sign out of their hand and 
say: My friend, we have productive 
work for you. You can help your coun-
try, you can help yourself by cutting 
down on potential terrorism coming 
across other southern border, by cut-
ting down on people coming into the 
country illegally and getting welfare, 
food stamps, all these benefits that 
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